VOWELS — MONOPHTHONGS

Phonetics of English

VOWELS

* Ask someone to describe where the tongue is
at the beginning of a consonant and you will
get a concrete answer.

* Ask someone to describe where their tongue
is at the beginning of a vowel, and you will get
a variety of responses.

* It is much more difficult to give a satisfactory
articulatory description of vowels.

VOWELS

* The shape of this resonator determines the
quality of the vowel.

* Since vowels are so very different from
consonants, we have to use different
articulatory features than those used to
describe consonants.

* Using a new feature system, we can create a
chart to describe vowels.
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VOWELS

Vowels are the most sonorant (or intense) and
the most audible sounds in speech.

They usually function as the nucleus (or core) of a
syllable.

The consonants that surround vowels often
depend on them for their audibility.

Take the word pop for example.

The [p]’s are heard mainly because of the way
they affect the beginning and end of the vowel
sound.

VOWELS

Vowels are sounds produced with a relatively
open vocal tract, so they do not have a
consonant-like point of articulation.

Instead, the vocal tract above the glottis acts

as a resonator affecting the sound made by
the vocal folds.

1. Type of articulation: vowels

VOWELS

. Manner of articulation:

— Monophthongs
— Diphthongs,
— Triphthongs



MONOPHTHONGS
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MONOPHTHONGS

* High vowels are made with the front of the
mouth less open because the tongue body is
raised, or high.

* Mid vowels are produced with an
intermediate tongue height.

* Low vowels are pronounced with the front of
the mouth open and the tongue lowered.
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MONOPHTHONGS

3. Part of the tongue

* The tongue can be pushed forward or pulled back

within the oral cavity.

For example, in beat, the body of the tongue is

raised and pushed forward so it is just under the

hard palate.

* In boot, however, the body of the tongue is in the
back of the mouth, toward the velum.

* The tongue is advanced or pushed forward for all
the front vowels, and retracted or pulled back for
the back vowels.

MONOPHTHONGS

4, Degree of raising the tongue

* If you repeat to yourself the vowel sounds in
seat, set, sat, you will find that you open your
mouth a little wider as you change from each
sound.

* These varying degrees of openness
correspond to different degrees of tongue
height: high, mid, low.

MONOPHTHONGS
High: /i:, u:/
High to mid: /i, u/

Front Central Back

Low to mid: /&, 2, A/




MONOPHTHONGS

5. Degree of tension
* Tense

* Medium

e Lax

* Vowels that are called tenseare produced
with an extra degree of muscular effort.

¢ Laxvowels lack this extra effort.

MONOPHTHONGS

6. Lip position

Spread
(spread-to-neutral)

Neutral

Rounded

* Vowel quality also depends on lip position. When
you say two, your lips are rounded.

* For tea, however, they are unrounded.

MONOPHTHONGS

7. Length
Long
Short
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MONOPHTHONGS

TENSE: /i:, u:, 3:/
MEDIUM: /=/

LAX: /i, e, 9,9, A, u, a:, 2:/

LIP POSITION

SPREAD: /i:/
SPREAD TO NEUTRAL: /e, 3:/
NEUTRAL: /i, &, a:, A, 3/

ROUNDED: /u, u;, 2, 2:/

Study questions

¢ According to the manner of articulation, how can we
classify vowels?

« Explain the articulatory feature part of the tongue. Provide
the classification of monophthongs according to this
criterion.

* Explain the articulatory feature degree of raising. Provide
the classification of monophthongs according to this
criterion.

* Apart from the part of the tongue and the degree of
raising, what other criteria can be used to describe and
classify monophthongs?

* Draw the chart representing the English monophthongs.
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Differences between the BrE and the ‘ Word H British English | American English ‘
AmE pronunciation Box [boks| [backs]
1 e Q A k - 1 L ol 1 . e

« British />/ usually corresponds to the (.:h(fu)ldf{. [tfoklot] [faklot] or [‘l:l-.J.l\l‘)f}

American /a:/ or /2:/ Clock (klnk] [kla:kl]
T = o] R

* British /a:/ usually corresponds to the Cost knst] [ko:st]
American /&/ Dog l(i“g] [(L):g‘

* There are also differences in the Gone [gon] gom]
pronunciation of certain suffixes, as well as (GGot ’g”[] [gml
dlffedrences in the pronunciation of particular Hot “mt} [hu:r]
words

Job [&ob] [dab]
British American
. ) L _ calf I K& Ef/ I kbt
Lot [lll[} 'l(lit] graph /vg rﬁé Ef '/ / IJTI' t;f /
= 3 giraffe /d Ap 7 r 6 Bf / d Ap " r PIf /
Not [not] [nat] half / h & Ef I hptl
Off [l)” [u:l‘] or [.):[] laugh Il o Ef /1 pf/
- staff Ist /b Ef /| st bf/

Possible ['posobl| ['pasobl] after /8 EF t o /Bf Utor

ZJe— TS (R [ draft /dr 8 Ef t dr pft
Sorry ['spri] [h(l.l?] or ['so:ri ot e R PR
Stop [stop] sta:pl shaft I &8 Ef t 16 bIf t
o - — bath [ b&Ed/ /o b/d

Want [wont] _ [want] or [wo:nt] aunt TS Ent] T

Wasn't [wnznt) [waznt] plant Ip1 §Ent Ipl Bnt
= 3 canoét /| K6 Ent |/ kPht

What ml [“"“:tl or [“r-ktl advantage / pd” v Enlt ODM vbhltd

sample /| " s6Emp(p) l/EPml/poDI
example | GO0 z8 Emp (00U 7z BmLpo
British Ar[lerican
apricot | ekt /" it British American
;‘:_hgf;“'e ;wmg M ELL ﬁéggbe d_ lieutenan|/ | e énf/ {/ | uontt
vacy VDSI - w N -

vitamin | &omd/ | Bckbmad/ patrlqt / i pdgt I/ “leEW

semi / Tsemi/ | 7 Hedh premier |/ " p o/ e I/pramarb

tomato /tomé Et p & / |/tomedhd/ neither |most often |most ofte

vase 6 Ez | Ived/ |/ " @oa | “oli §

fertile | UBtla | Ortbl/ ; o T ”

hostile |/ Gstall /56t ol glacier /Uyl Psi/yl ew

volatie |/ lstadi /Bl zebra |/~ mle b/ ~ oi k

mobile ! “prradi |~ abol/ Z [zed/ [zi:/

advertisemer]/od “UE#mont/ / QA d&hz m new / nj u’Elnu/

organisation |/ @@ pna®” z|/Gponp” z = : =

civilisation |/ gysaczesign/ |/ fso zed @/'p student |/ s D)pth/ o

globalisation|/ )l b & b b | al/ M| D Geedodl[




The |l etter ATO i
word can be pronounced like a fast
ADO in Ameri can
* better
* water
* hated
* writing
* bottom
* Native
* notice

v ! :
% » Listen to the sound /e/. Look at the mouth diagram to see how to make this short
vowel sound.

A6b) o Lis : - i It wi
o Listen to the target sound /x/ in the words and compare it with the words on each side.

w?dt @rBet fe,
s ::::h = mud mad made
sing sang sung
( ) pen pan pain
jaw dnﬁn hot hat heart

469« Listen and repeat these examples of the target sound.

bank  bag  back
/‘ 1"

can  cash  cach

ham  has  hat “The fat cat sat on the man's black hat."

2.3 Listen and circle the word with a different vowel sound.
AT Examiie black Gvant) mad hand

1sad bag salt tap
2 far fat map add
3 watch carch match land
4 rain said fail train

§ case lake name care
6 space change plate squar
7 break great heat weight

Then listen again and check,

<
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Exercises

Pronunciation and recognition of vowels

These words al contain the vowel sound [/, Make another word with the same consonant sounds,
but changing the vowel sound to fei.

EXAMILES pan .

Change the vowel sound from [ef to /i in these words. Write the new words.

13fehiecte) i o i 6 sweat o
P (1 (ST Tiwell: i .
3 Detaer ey A
111 il 9-fed - Loml
Sefelll s bt 10 led: Saiin



Find a way from Start to Finish. You may pass a square only if the word in it has the sound [i.
You can move horizontally («») o vertically (¢) only.

START
_—' T 7 T R
leave earth heatth reach +each meat
 —— —— —— —— —— —
dream dead cream Jeans steak cheat
— —— —— —— —+ — —
st bread tea death heat peak
- —t— —— —— —— —
beach break peace search leak meant
- —— —t+— —+— —
seat tean carl beat bean
L o —— ——— —— o
r wear dreamt Sueat clean
! L ] 1 =
FINSH

+ Look at the mouth diagram to see how to make the sound /2.
(A3 4 Listen to these examples and repeat them, The weak vowels in the unstressed syllables in bold
are pronounced /3.
— weak A: away  banana  woman  sugar
weak E: garden  paper  under
weak O: police  doctor  correct
weak Uz support ~ figure ~ colour

relaxed tongue ——
and lips

4‘] 5 *| ate an apple and a banana in a cinema in Canada."

Write the words in the correct part of the table. Then listen and check.

orange women rewm collct market begin  visit asleep
sallad  teaches needed letter sofs  peaches quarter women
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6.4 Listen and circle the word you hear. If you find any o
@2;7) for further practice.

1 Men or man? Did you see the men / man?

2 Pen or pain? I've got a pen / pain in my hand.
3 Bear or beer? That’s a strong bear / beer.

4 Live or leave? I want to live / leave.

5 Bed or bird? Did you see the bed / bird?

6 Left or lift>  You should take the left / lift.

..-"'i 'I"

Listen. In each sentence or phrase there are two vowels which are not [o].

EXAMPLE an@pple and a bangna

1 from Canada to China

2 The parrot was asleep.

3 The cinema was open.

4 the photographer’s assistant
§ a question and an answer
6 a woman and her husband
7 a pasta salad

Make words with these beginnings and endings and write them in the correct part of the table.

beginnings: wi i mi ni fi t si qui
endings: ght fe t ce ne me le de Il sh t n

words with the vowel fa1/ words with the vowel /1f

vowel in weak syllable = [of vowel in weak syllable = /i

woman orange

wife Wit




Read the words and circle the one with the different vowel sound. Then listen ani

EXAMPLE soap hope sold

1 come gone long want
2 what hot most salt

3 drove love woke hole
4 snow low cow show

Circl the word with the different vowel sound. You can use a dictionary if you are no

Bxae foor ok (lood) psh
1 soon book boot ~room
2rude Tuck run but

3 shoes does true blue

5 both cloth clothes road

6 word wash boss cost
7 post lost coast rose

4pull full put rule

S group could would should
6 done move love son
7south young couple won

(ﬂ“ + Listen to the sound /2¢/. Look at the mouth diagram to sec how to make this long vowel sound.

§¥

lips very

rounded ety

b o Listento the target sound /2:/in the words below and compare it with the words on each side.

@ shot short
work walk

—~

Jis foward far four
o boil ball

A\;’% + Listen and repeat the examples of the target sound.
bore  bored  bought
call  cawse  caught

1
war  wall walk 4}

“Laura's daughter bought a
horse and called it Laura."
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Complete these sentences with words from the box. The vowel sound is given. Listen, chec

brother wood moon juice won month June
would full boot Cup P son good

EXAMPLE

Two things you can ...24€_. o/ on a foot are a shoe and a ook fui.
1 The Il after fui/ is July.

2 My mother’s other Iais my I,

3 Brazil ke, /A the World ..o Ialin 2002.

4 Fruit fu/ is Jl for you.

SeEhereista bl Nt fui/ once a month.

6 You pronounce .. lul exactly the same as ... 01,

@ + Listen to the sound /2:/. Lok at the mouth diagram to see how to make this long vowel sound.

ﬁ' + Listen to the target sound /3:/ in the words below and compare it with the words on each side.

(arget I3y
lips, tongue and S
jow in elaxed short shirt
position where were
born burn
hard heard

f’% « Listen and repeat these examples of the target language.

were word  worst
; { [

bum  bird  birth
her heard hurt

“The girl heard the nurse work."

Wite these numbers out n full. Which of th two vowel sounds do they contain? Write 33 orf.



