Writing and saying numbers

Numbers over 20

· are written with a hyphen: 35  thirty-five    67 sixty-seven

Numbers over 100

· 329 three hundred and twenty-nine
· The and is pronounced /n/

· In AmE the and is sometimes left out

Numbers over 1000

· 1100 one thousand one hundred (also informal: eleven hundred)
2500 two thousand five hundred (also informal, esp. in AmE twenty-five hundred)

Note: these informal forms are most common for whole hundreds between 1100 and 1900.

· A comma or (in BrE) a space is often used to divide large numbers into groups of three figures: 33,423 or 33 423 (thirty three thousand four hundred and twenty-three)
2,768,941 or 2 768 941 (two million seven hundred and sixty-eight thousand nine hundred and forty-one)

Ordinal numbers

1st first


2nd second


3rd third


4th fourth

5th fifth

9th ninth

12th twelfth

21 twenty-first etc.

Fractions

½   a / one half


1/3 a / one third


¼   a / one quarter (in AmE 
also a / one fourth)


1/12 one twelfth

1/16 one sixteenth

2/3 two thirds

¾ three quarters

9/10 nine tenths

More complex fractions: use over

19/56 nineteen over fifty-six


31/144 thirty-one over one four four

Whole numbers and fractions: link with and

2 ½ two and a half


5 2/3 five and two thirds
Fractions/percentages and noun phrases: 

· use of

three quarters of the population


75% of the population
· with half do not use a, and of can sometimes be omitted:


Half (of) the work is already finished. 
· do not use of in expressions of measurement or quantity:


half an hour


half a litre

· use of before pronouns

half of us
Decimals
· write and say with a point (.) (not a comma!)

· say each figure after the point separately


79.3  seventy-nine point three


3.142 three point one four two


0.67 zero point six seven

Mathematical expressions

+ plus


- minus


x times / multiplied by


÷ divided by


= equals / is


% per cent (AmE percent)


32 three squared

53 five cubed

610 six to the power of ten

√ square root of

> is greater than
< is less than

≥ is greater than or equal to

≤ is less than or equal to
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